
’70s Harry Rubash, MD ’79

(Orthopaedic Surgery Fellow ’81, Orthopaedic Surgery

Resident ’84), has received the Ranawat Award from

the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgery. Rubash

is chief of orthopaedic surgery at Massachusetts

General Hospital. He researches the biomechanics and

failure mechanisms of total joint arthroplasty

(TJA) in the hip and knee.

R E S I D E N T S  A N D
F E L L O W S
Bartly J. Mondino (Ophthalmology

Fellow ’76) is chair of the department

of ophthalmology at UCLA, ophthalmol-

ogist-in-chief of the UCLA School of

Medicine, and director of the Jules Stein Eye

Institute. His research focuses on corneal-

external ocular disease, emphasizing 

immunological disorders.   

’50s Robert A. Lewine, MD ’53, accepted 

a research associate position with Hill Top Research in

Scottsdale, Arizona, which conducts clinical research and

offers in vitro toxicology and microbiology services.

Before moving west, Lewine was president of the medical

and dental staff and chief of pediatrics for Wheeling

Hospital and Ohio Valley Medical Center in Wheeling,

West Virginia, and a visiting clinical professor of pedi-

atrics for the West Virginia University School of Medicine. 

Alvin Markovitz, MD ’58, was the year 2000 recipient

of the president’s award from the American Academy of

Disability Evaluating Physicians. He is an associate clinical

professor of medicine for the University of Southern

California’s Keck School of Medicine, in Los Angeles. 

’60s Edith Roberts Welty, MD ’68, has

devoted numerous years to working with her husband,

Thomas Koester Welty, MD ’69, on reservations in the

southwestern United States. Roberts Welty wrote the

chapter “American Indian and Alaska Native Women” in

Lila A. Wallis’s Textbook of Women's Health and is active

in the Global AIDS Alliance and other projects targeting

AIDS in Africa. The Weltys plan to move to Nampa, Idaho,

where Roberts Welty will help staff a low-income health

clinic with her physician daughter. 

Thomas Koester Welty, MD ’69, fights AIDS along-

side his wife, Edith Roberts Welty, MD ’68. He frequently

travels to Cameroon, to help classmate Obed Nana, MD

’69, treat AIDS patients. Welty has published papers for

the Strong Heart Study, exploring cardiovascular disease

among Native Americans. 
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’80s Dante Landucci, MD ’82, is with 

the pulmonary staff of the East Carolina University (ECU)

Brody School of Medicine in Greenville, North Carolina.

Landucci worked for the National Health Service Corps

for five years after his residency, four of which were

spent inside federal prisons. Before accepting his posi-

tion with ECU, Landucci completed a fellowship at the

National Institutes of Health, where he was trained in

critical care medicine and pulmonary disease.

(LanducciD@mail.ecu.edu)

R E S I D E N T S  A N D  F E L L O W S  
Nancy Snyderman (Otolaryngology Resident ’83) has

been a medical correspondent for ABCNEWS’s Good

Morning America since 1987. She also reports for 20/20

and writes a monthly column for Good Housekeeping.

Snyderman has been honored by the Associated Press

and other media organizations.

’90s Donald T. Freeman, MD ’93, is an

assistant clinical professor for the University of

California, Los Angeles’s Neuropsychiatric Institute and

Hospital, where he teaches group dynamics. His special-

ties include long-term psychodynamic psychotherapy

and psychopharmacology in patients with medical condi-

tions, especially those with HIV. (dfreeman@ucla.edu)

Anlin Xu, MD ’97, has been awarded the first Clinical

Fellowship in Allergy and Immunology Award by the

American Academy of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology;

she’ll train at the University of California at San

Francisco. Xu’s research will explore immunologic thera-

pies for asthma and allergic rhinitis.

Matvey B. Palchuk, MD ’98, will continue his training

as a fellow in medical informatics at the Children’s

Hospital Informatics Program in Boston,

Massachusetts. Palchuk’s program is offered

through Harvard University and the

Massachusetts Institute of Technology and

funded by the National Library of Medicine. 

R E S I D E N T S  A N D
F E L L O W S  

Kenneth Odinet (Plastic Surgery Fellow ’95) has

been appointed by the Governor of Louisiana to 

the Louisiana Patients’ Compensation Fund Oversight

Board. (kenodinet@yahoo.com) —EH  

The Owl, 1973
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Video had just
killed the radio star,
IBM was selling a
product called the
“PC,” and mem-
bers of the Class of
’81 were thinking
about where they

would spend their residencies. 
When John Lantos, MD ’81, finished med-

ical school at the University of Pittsburgh, he
won awards for being an outstanding student
of pediatrics and child psychiatry. He has kept
up that pace since. Lantos is chief of general
pediatrics at the University of Chicago. He was
named one of Chicago’s best pediatricians by
Chicago Magazine in 2000 and received the
Community Peacemaker Award from the city’s
Peace Museum in 1996. 

His classmate, Deborah Warden, MD ’81,
has drawn on her undergraduate study of
anthropology in her work as director of head
injuries at Walter Reed Army Medical Center
in Washington, DC. “It’s sort of like working
with another culture,” she says of the army.

Walter Reed receives worldwide referrals for
head injury cases, and Warden is conducting
research on the effectiveness of rehabilitation
after traumatic brain injury. She teaches a
Neurology for Psychiatrists class and is the
coauthor of a recent Journal of the American
Medical Association paper studying the reha-
bilitation of 120 military personnel who sus-
tained head injuries. 

Maybe someday she’ll be using tools her
classmate Robert J. Sclabassi, MD ’81, develops.
Sclabassi is a Pitt professor with joint appoint-
ments in the Departments of Neurological
Surgery; Psychiatry; Biomedical, Electrical, and

’30s
EDWARD J.  C ARROLL (MD ’34)

FEBRUARY 7, 2001

ALBERT GUY CORRADO (MD ’38)

FEBRUARY 22, 2001

JAMES H. MCQUADE III (MD ’38)

APRIL 13, 2001

’40s
JOHN P. GOFF (MD ’43)

AUGUST 21, 2000

L AIBE A. KESSLER (MD ’48)

APRIL 21, 2001

’50s 
JOHN A. MORTON II (MD ’50)

MAY 4, 1999

WILLIAM A. EILER (MD ’51) 

APRIL 25, 2001

JAMES E. CONKLIN (MD ’52)

MAY 8, 2001

ROBERT E. COTT (MD ’53)

OCTOBER 7, 2000

I N  M E M O R I A M
’70s 
JAMES L. OUGH (MD ’74)

OCTOBER 16, 2000

faculty 
BRIAN V. JEGASOTHY

APRIL 20, 2001 

T H E  W A Y  W E  A R E  

alumni playing at Murrysville,
Pennsylvania’s Meadowink Golf
Club in the second annual Pitt
Med Golf Outing. The daylong
event, held in April, raised money
for a School of Medicine scholar-
ships and loans fund. According to
outing organizer, Tony Mazzeo, MD
’02, the proceeds are put to good use:

“Some of us will graduate more than
$160,000 in debt. The scholarship fund,
which is completely student driven, helps
students by offsetting some of that debt and
makes the school’s student aid package more
competitive. 

“Last year we were able to offer deserving
students several $2,000 awards thanks to the
outing.” 

Judging by the golf scores posted at day’s
end, it’s clear last year’s award money didn’t
go toward golf lessons.

F O R E !
B Y  F R E D  S O L O M O N  

It was one of those snorting, squeaking
coughs that a guy who just drowned his
first tee shot in front of a dozen colleagues
might mistake for a laugh. It inspired
charity duffer and Integrated Case
Studies (ICS) instructor Kevin O’Toole
to reevaluate some things as he watched a
dozen goslings trying to get back into
formation on the water hazard.

“Remember when I said that it’s
impossible to fail ICS?” he said, walking
off the tee with his driver on his shoulder.
“I’ve changed my mind about that.” 

Unfortunate cougher and medical
student Ron Trible didn’t look too wor-
ried even though he was about to start
O’Toole’s case studies class. The watch-
word of the day, after all, was charity. 

Trible, MD ’03, and O’Toole, MD ’83,
were part of a 52-person strong con-
tingent of Pitt students, faculty, and

Mechanical Engineering; and
Neuroscience (whew). He also
directs the University’s
Laboratory for Computational
Neuroscience and has pub-
lished many papers exploring
the use of monitoring systems
in neurophysiology and neuro-
surgery. We’re hoping the busy
professor will have a chance to
catch up with old friends at his class
reunion this October.   —EH

Pomp, ceremony, and ketchup.

LEFT: Arthur S. Levine, dean and

senior vice chancellor, was

among the distinguished chefs

flipping burgers for graduates at

the Medical Alumni Association-sponsored senior

class picnic in May. RIGHT: Michelle Agnew, hold-

ing daughter Alexandra, with Todd Green, MD ’01

38 P I T T M E D
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J
ust off the main drag in Braddock, a
Pennsylvania steel town filled with humble
storefronts and houses leaning on their 

foundations, Paul Turnquist, MD ’94, works
in the emergency room of a small hospital and
talks of, one day, working for NASA. 

“I think our future, ultimately, is in space,”
Turnquist says, his 47-year-old voice inflected
with a boyish sense of possibility. 

An air force man who once flew T-38 super-
sonic jets, Turnquist was already a commercial
pilot for US Airways when he decided to
become a doctor. Now, in tan pants and a tweed
jacket, there is little to suggest he is a man who
craves the adrenaline rush of fast-paced medi-
cine or flight. Yet each week, Turnquist
exchanges his physician’s white coat for a pilot’s
black, dividing his time between the ER and an
Airbus 330. 

Turnquist’s wide face is striking in its light-
ness. He laughs in short, surprising bursts. His
blonde hair and eyebrows are so light they near-
ly disappear above blue eyes; there is something
almost airy about his presence. Yet Turnquist is
a pragmatist.

“Physicians need to find out where they fit
within the world of medicine to accomplish the
most good,” Turnquist says, “and it’s not always
the traditional path.” 

Indeed, Turnquist’s journey has hardly been
conventional or, for that matter, direct. Though
he considered becoming a doctor as a young
man, there was no precedent in his own family,
no role model for him to follow. 

“My father was an engineer, and no one in my
family was associated with medicine,” Turnquist
recalls. “I didn’t have the strong emotional push
required to be a good medical student.” 

That emotional push began to surface as his
mother became ill, and Turnquist became inti-
mately acquainted with hospitals and doctors’
offices and, he says, with the limits of medicine.
Then his brother was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s
disease. He survived thanks to a successful bone
marrow transplant; that’s when the pilot saw
medicine as a real possibility.

“When I was young I was excited about
making a faster airplane, designing a spaceship,”
Turnquist says, but his brother’s illness fueled a

PAU L TU R NQU I ST:
SO M E TH I NG’S I N  TH E AI R  

B Y  J E N N I F E R  L E E

desire to work for others more directly.
That’s when he met Peter Lambrou, a man

who embodied the marriage between medi-
cine and flight. Turnquist had heard about
this pilot who was also a physician, an aero-

medical examiner who understood pilots’
anxieties and fears. Like all commercial pilots,
Turnquist had to pass regular flight physicals
to keep his job, so he knew how high the
stakes were in this particular doctor-patient
relationship. As Lambrou tells the story,
Turnquist showed up at his office one day and
asked him how to get where he was. 

“Every semester we’d scheme and plan to
get Paul through med school while he was fly-
ing full-time,” Lambrou says. 

These days, Turnquist works alongside
Lambrou at the Center for Aviation
Medicine, performing the routine physicals
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pilots need for certification to fly. As Lambrou
sees it, Turnquist brings an expertise and
empathy for each pilot’s situation that a physi-
cian trained in the academy alone would be
hard pressed to match. 

“Paul establishes trust because he’s one of
them,” Lambrou says, noting how much he
has valued having that special tool in his black
bag as well.

When Paul Turnquist talks about medi-
cine and flight together, a glimmer of pride
sneaks into his voice. He sounds again like a
young man full of dreams. 

Recounting a recent trip to Guatemala,
where he served as a flight surgeon for the Air
National Guard, Turnquist says, “It sounds
exciting.” 

Then he laughs, returning to earth. “But
no, I’m not doing surgery in the air.” �

“Every semester we’d scheme and plan to get Paul

through med school while he was flying full-time.” 
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Some days Turnquist wears a white coat,

some days he wears a pilot’s black one. 
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