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F E A T U R E

we have to 
chase the boys 

down with 
eyeliner ...

        

           HEN WE LAST LEFT the class of 2015, the students had just a few weeks to get everything 

in order before SCOPE AND SCALPEL’S opening night. during the final countdown, tensions 

ran high. the orchestra couldn't make the last few rehearsals because of a MAJOR EXAM. some 

of the blocking on stage still needed to be FINESSED ... and now, in LESS THAN AN HOUR, the 

curtain will rise on the 60th scope and scalpel performance. 

this year's story parodies MODERN FAMILY, a tv comedy that uses a documentary style (the characters often 

speak directly to the camera). the heart of the student show EXPLORES LOVE, SCHOOL, AND PRESSURES from 

partners and parents. one character is gay, with a new baby; another is a high-achiever who may have found 

two passions amid her meticulously organized life. both are med students and children of doctors; they are 

struggling to find their own paths. 

our story begins beneath the stage. above us are the sounds of feet scuffling as the orchestra tweaks its 

cues. here in the prep room, it ’s a frenzy of activity as props are positioned for deployment, wigs are 

donned, makeup is applied … 

WW

SARAH SEVERANCE, 
producer, asst. 

choreographer, etc. 
( indiana university, 
general surgery)

... i chased brian 
nolen all the way 
to the seats in the 
AUDITORIUM with an 

eyebrow pencil 
yesterday!

BY EM DEMARCO

ONE LAST TIME!
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look how far we have come! in just a FEW 
SHORT WEEKS, we ’ve been able to bring 

together the idea that started many months 
ago by the writing committee ...

no one but OUR 
UPMC could 

have thought to 
set us up!

i have 
chronic 
diarrhea. until i met 

michelle, i 
thought i had 

a CRAPPY 
outlook on 

life!

the minutes tick closer to showtime. above the prep area, the auditorium 
fills with friends, family, and professors.

how are you 
feeling?

JORDAN KNOX, 
director, cast, 
etc. (university 

of utah affiliated 
hospitals, family 

medicine)

ADAM COHEN, a head 
writer, cast, etc. 

(children ’s national 
medical center/

george washington 
university, pediatrics)

i ’m ripping my 
PANTS OFF in 
front of 300 
people.* so, 

i'm good!

let's go 
have one 
heck of a 

show!
... and it couldn't have 

happened without EACH AND 
EVERY ONE OF YOU!

before intermission, one of the “commercials ” on the 
screen overhead is a joke about how the data 

collected by the medical center for PERSONALIZED 
MEDICINE instead are used to create an online DATING 

and MATCHMAKER service called OUR UPMC.

and with that, the 60th production of scope 
and scalpel is under way.

during a scene about prepping for an ANATOMY EXAM,  
students play a drinking game in front of a painted 

backdrop of the anatomy lab -- featuring bodies 
under sheets and a skull on one of the tables ...

backstage, students run from the 
wings to change costumes.

there have been some 
CUTBACKS around here. now 
we do colonoscopies RIGHT 

HERE in the E.D.

i took my ONLINE 
TRAINING MODULE 
last week, so i ’m 

good to go!

i talked to dr. s. 
yesterday. he said that 
if it gets TOO HARD, it ’s 
ok to TOUCH YOURSELF 

during the exam.

i ’m really excited. it's running 
itself ... i think the audience is 

enjoying it. there are laughs at 
things that we hadn't remembered 

were funny!

SARAH COHEN, asst. 
director, writing 

committee, etc. (duke 
university medical 
center, internal 

medicine - pediatrics)
i think i love 

this girl!

( a vacuum )

then a “real, l ive ” OUR 
UPMC user takes the stage, 
regaling the audience with 

how he found love using 
this matching service.

michelle, 
WILL YOU 

MARRY ME? 

* adam’s specially 
made scrubs have 
snaps along the 

edges, so he can do a 
speedy on-stage 

costume reveal of a 
RED SPANDEX OUTFIT.

and i have 
chronic 

constipation.

Yeah, dear reader, 
we heard some butt 

and poop jokes. there 
were of course other 

gags, but few were 
suitable to SHARE IN 

PRINT.
ha ha!

RICK PEIFLY, 
mechanical 
engineer

now we’re 
happily 

MARRIED!

best of all, we 
use the same 

amount of TOILET 
PAPER as a 

regular couple!

usually the first act ends 
with a big number, not an 

ACTUAL MARRIAGE PROPOSAL. 

MICHELLE DAIL, 
cast. 

 (class of 
2017)

... MICHELLE 
is ushered 
on stage, 
looking 

very 
confused.

but after a 
few POOP 
JOKES ...
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* ”defying family,” 
sung to “defying 
gravity” from the 
musical WICKED.

* my mind is set, and this i vow
that no one in this town of steel
can tell me what to do or feel

and no one's gonna bring 
MEEEEEE DOWWWWN! 

it ’s something that i ’ve looked 
forward to since my first year ... 

the second act is peppered with crowd favorites -- an elaborate BOLLYWOOD DANCE, a toddler in 
scrubs (a good-natured jab at one of the instructors ), and a scope and scalpel TRADITION ... 

the whirlwind weekend of wigs, makeup, and adrenaline ends. tomorrow the students 

GRADUATE -- stepping onto a stage together for ONE LAST TIME, to get their mds.

 this year’s handmade 
“LEFT SHARK” 

costume pokes fun at 
pop star KATY 

PERRY ’S notoriously 
out-of-step backup 
dancer during the 

2015 superbowl.

the song, “I-U-D,” 
parodies "i will wait" 

by mumford & sons, and 
features costumed 

students wearing IUD, 
SPERM, and UTERUS 

outfits. 

sunday’s performance goes just 
as well as the first night’s. 

... UTERUS COSTUMES!

KATHLENE BABALOLA, 
cast. (albert einstein 

medical center, 
emergency medicine)

THE END!

earlier, a ‘55 
alum said, 

“we had no idea 
there was going to 

be a 1956 
[ production] , let 

alone a 60th 
anniversary.”

GURNEY RISING

hopefully, at the 100th 
anniversary I CAN COME BACK 

AND WATCH.


