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F E A T U R E

have 
you 

acted 
before?

most of us 
haven't. it's 

a little 
scary. we'll 

see when 
we GET ON 

STAGE. 

SCAIFE HALL ...

... three days after MATCH DAY, in march. 

BY EM DEMARCO

BRIAN NOLEN, cast, 
writing committee, 

etc. (matched: 
upmc/university of 

pittsburgh, 
internal medicine)

        

      he budget was $8," says gwen miller, laughing as she 

recalled how her late husband, FELIX H. “BEBE ” MILLER (md 

‘55), described the first SCOPE AND SCALPEL production in 

1955. "bebe used to say it grew into this mammoth production. 

but in the original show, the budget was $8, for pretzels." 

the class of ‘15’s budget of $15,000 dwarfs that of the 1955 

show, PMS IV. but LITTLE ELSE has changed. like i t s predeces-

sors, this year’s production of MODERN FAMILY MEDICINE will 

be riddled with BAWDY HUMOR and INSIDE JOKES about the 

university of pittsburgh school of medicine. with a few excep-

tions, every aspect of the show -- the script, costumes, music, 

direction, acting, sets, choreography, fundraising -- is done by 

fourth-year med students. 

THIS YEAR marks the 60th anniversary of pitt med students ham-

ming it up on stage, where they poke fun at their professors, 

their profession, and themselves. of course, not everyone has 

spent time UNDER THE LIGHTS. yet dozens of students will be 

learning lines, lyrics, and dance moves. these moments will 

become some of their LAST SHARED EXPERIENCES before the 

classmates part ways to begin their residencies.

with match day over, they have less than two months to prepare. 

the countdown until showtime -- and graduation -- has begun.

“ONE MORE TIME! ”
TT"

C O V E R  S T O R Y
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ooh,
CHOCOLATES! 
who brought 

THOSE? 

PROPS! 

COSTUMES!

... including a 

BOLLYWOOD 

number!

DANCING!

this staple is 

BARELY holding 

everything in 

place.

SARAH COHEN, asst. 
director, writing 

committee, etc. (duke 
university medical 
center, internal 

medicine - pediatrics)

i have the last FIVE 
PAGES of somebody's 

script. can you guys all 
make sure that yours 

ends on page 120? 

tonight is the first READ-THROUGH of the script 
for the 2015 performance of SCOPE AND SCALPEL.

i have 
123!

119!

i don't 
know ... 

... but it's the 
BIGGEST box 

of chocolates 
i ’ve seen in a 
LONG TIME! 

TORY STEEN, 
orchestra 

codirector, cast. 
(brigham & women ’s 
hospital /harvard 

university, 
anesthesiology)

LEO CHEN, cast   
including a portrayal 

of DEAN ARTHUR S. 
LEVINE . (matched at 
stanford university, 
urological surgery)

... there will 
be SNACKS 

every step of 
the way. 

14 
scenes!

* four years of 
MED SCHOOL

gon' show dad 
that i'm NO 

FOOL!

four years, learned MEDICINE
no SLEEPIN' IN

straight AUSCULTATIN'!

PALPATE
FEELS GREAT

caring for folks 
in the CITY!

PITT 
MED!

got SCRUBS under my 
white coat,

might admit myself
i'm SO PRETTY!

YINZ AT?

120!

* sung to the tune of "UPTOWN FUNK," by mark ronson.

the script is MASSIVE. in fact, the entire show is a HUGE UNDERTAKING. 
and the PRESSURE of honoring this DECADES-LONG tradition is looming ...

as the first rehearsal ends, 
one thing is certain  ...

SINGING!
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the 
second 
‘NER’? 

so, i t's on 
‘NER’?

wait ... gunner 
is on FOUR!!

WHICH WAY are 

we turning? LEFT 

or RIGHT?

you guys 
are doing 
GREAT! 

ha ha!

ha ha
ha ha

is 

everybody 

feeling 

LIMBER?

JONATHAN 
BLACKWOOD, head 
choreographer, 

cast. (nimh 
research fellow)

the first DANCE REHEARSAL -- in one of the lecture halls in scaife. 
tonight they will be learning the choreography for “GUNNER,” 

a parody of michael jackson ’s “THRILLER.”

 TWO!

GUNNER, 
one-two! 

TURN ON THE

as long as you're 
THROWING YOUR 
ARMS and your 

BODY, you'll look 
good!

i t ’s their 
first time 
learning 

these steps ...

gunner??

... and it ’s 
kind of a 
WRECK ...

but within THE HOUR ...

Gunner: A student who focuses on earning a 
high score at the expense of his or her fellow 
students ... Recent usage has come to mean, 
“Anyone who is studying when you don’t 
want to be, and thus makes you feel guilty.”

      Modern Family Medicine Program 2015em demarco 
( your reporter)

TWO? 
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sesame 
chicken

SARAH SEVERANCE, 
producer, asst. 

choreographer, etc. 
( indiana university, 
general surgery)

rehearsal continues with “FAKE A COUGH,” a 
rendition of the pop song, “SHAKE IT OFF.”

if you can stick around for JUST A 
FEW MINUTES, and put them in the 
lecture hall …  student lounge ... 

bulletin boards.

i ’ll hang posters, 
if you provide the 

RIDE HOME.

sarah cohen 
just had her 

WISDOM TEETH 
removed.POSTERS for 

this year’s show!

WILLIAM S. MCELLROY 
(md ’16) dean of the 
school of medicine, 

1938 - 1958.

as the ORIGIN STORY 
goes, the idea to do a 

COMEDIC PLAY about life 
at PITT MED was cooked 

up over drinks at a 
local bar.

SAMUEL B. ARONSON II PROFESSOR FRANK DIXON

with the support of dean mcellroy, who appointed 
PROFESSOR ROSS MUSGRAVE (md ‘43) as the faculty 

advisor, the legacy of scope and scalpel was ON ITS WAY. 

KYLE DUFF, 
cast, 

writing 
committee. 

(washington 
hospital, 
family 

medicine)

ADAM COHEN, a head 
writer, cast, etc. 

(children ’s national 
medical center/

george washington 
university, pediatrics)

“i ’ve never really DANCED ... i mean, 
i ’ve danced in the CLUB before! ”

i ’m nervous-excited. 
there are a couple of 
songs that i ’m singing 

with some other soloists, 
and we're doing cool 

harmonies … that will be 
fun to do LIVE ON 

STAGE.

are you 
nervous?

so, is there 
ANYTHING 
that makes 

you nervous, 
in life?

ever? 
ANYTHING in 

front of people 
is a little NERVE 

RACKING!

what makes me nervous? ... 
i'm nervous about being a 
doctor in three months. i 
think i speak for ALL OF 

US when i say that.

ABSOLUTELY!

WHY NOT 
act out their 
grumblings 

on stage, with 
song and 
dance?

scrub nurses goin ’ 
CRAY CRAY CRAY CRAY

when i touch the mayo 
TRAY TRAY TRAY TRAY

and i ’ve had enough 
to-DAY DAY DAY DAY

 
so i FAKE A COUGH, 

fake a cough!

ANJALI RAO, vocal 
director, writing 
committee, etc. 

(upmc/university 
of pittsburgh,  

internal medicine)

“at the beginning i thought i was totally 
HOPELESS. but now, i think i can get it 
with PRACTICE … i'm excited, because i 

was one of the head writers, so seeing it 
COME TOGETHER is really cool.”

DEAN MCELLROY gave the green light to the FIRST 
scope and scalpel production in 1955, titled PMS IV.

it ’s past 9 p.m. practice ends, but 
there’s still work to do TONIGHT ...
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KYLE 
DUFF

i'm playing 
WITH the 

video? 

TORY 
STEEN

tonight is the first time the cast 
will be singing WITH the orchestra,* 

doing a full run-through of the 
show ’s musical numbers ...

... OPENING 
NIGHT is about 

TWO WEEKS 
away. 

keep the talk 
down. we're 

tuning ... 

THANK 
YOU! 

all right, 
are we all 

ready? 

BORN 
READY!

GAB LANGMANN,
orchestra, cast, etc. 
(upmc/university of 
pittsburgh, internal 
medicine - pediatrics)

and the last 
announcement is 
... I HAVE CAKE!

*the orchestra includes 
students from all years.

i ’m trying to 
cue YOU, but 

NOT CUE 
jordan.

in the 
worst-case 
scenario … 
follow the 
DRUMS, Ok?

sooo ... 
THE 

TEMPO?
tory 
will 

catch 
up! 

ooh, there ’s 
PIZZA?

orchestra? 
ORCHESTRA? 

again, we need 
to play i t ALL 

TOGETHER!

sorry 
MOM! 

we will 
do it 

AGAIN.

it will COME 
TOGETHER. KYLE DUFF

ANJALI 
RAO

TORY STEEN

tory?

TORY?

we’ve tagged each artery, vein, and NERVE,

to terrorize the GRADING CURVE!

and though you fight to stay afloat,

your vertebrae start to SHUDDER!

mmmuhhahahhaaaaaahhhh!!!

for no mere first year can resist,

GUNNER!!the HUNGER of the

THANK-

CUE!

KENE UKEJE, cast. 
(walter reed national 

military medical center, 
transitional medicine 
and anesthesiology )

JORDAN KNOX

 so, i'll give a 
LITTLE cue for 

you, and a 
BIGGER cue 
for jordan.JAY WANG, 

orchestra. 
(first-year 

med student)

for weeks, 
there is a 
rehearsal 

nearly EVERY 
NIGHT.

TORY STEEN

JORDAN KNOX, 
director, cast, 
etc. (university 

of utah affiliated 
hospitals, family 

medicine)

GAB LANGMANN

*from the day i arrived 
on this PLANET,

dad thought i 
would follow his 

DREAMS!

we removed all 
my GUINEA PIGS’ 

SPLEENS!

made me 
SUTURE by 

two,

work a 
BOVIE by 
three,

* sung to “THE CIRCLE OF LIFE” from disney ’s THE LION KING.

during “GUNNER,” vincent price ’s ominous 
monologue in “THRILLER” is swapped with a 
recording of DR. SCHUMANN, their anatomy 

professor ... but the timing is ROUGH.
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to be continued ...

CLAP
CLAP

* and no one's gonna bring 
MEEEEEE DOWWWWN! 

i'm one of the 
UTERI in the 
iud dance, 

since i'm going 
into OB/GYN.

ONE 

MORE 

TIME!

JACKIE PHILLIPS, cast. 
(george washington university, 

washington, d.c., ob/gyn)

they are passed 
down from class 

to class, and 
they usually use 

them in the 
OB/GYN scene.

ONE MORE 
TIME. from 
the top!

the costumes are JUST ONE OF 
MANY moving parts the students are 

piecing together for the show.

YEAH!

i can 
finish this 
question ...

LEO! 
can we 
steal 
you?

what's it going 
to be like when 
everyone goes 

their SEPARATE 
WAYS?

LEO CHEN

back at the orchestra run-through...

CLAP

CLAP

KYLE 
DUFF

ANJALI 
RAO

TORY 
STEEN

“it's just nice to be able 
to see everyone enjoy 

their time TOGETHER as we 
PREPARE FOR THE SHOW.”

 ... i t ’s like a 
TRADITION.

yeah, they have 
OVARIES ON 
THEIR HANDS!

[PRIYANKA AMIN (upmc/university of pittsburgh, psychiatry), one of the 
show ’s producers] and i were working on some of the promotional stuff.

 
and she put on a RECORDING of the FIRST scope and scalpel show ... 
it was really neat listening to past medical students -- who are all 
likely well past retirement -- parodying the SAME KINDS OF THINGS 
we talk about in OUR show. i t really made me feel like we are part 

of a LEGACY, albeit a rather GOOFY one.

... IT WILL BE 
TOUGH. but, high 
school ended. 
college ended. 

some of my friends 
from back then i 

still keep in touch 
with. some, we've 
lost touch over 

time. 

“but, we start a NEW 
JOURNEY in l ife.”

MIKAELA ALGER, 
costumes, cast, etc. 

( swedish medical 
center/university of 

washington, family 
medicine)

i've been 
making things 

mostly at home ... much 
to the chagrin of my 
housemates, who are 

probably sick of having 
our living room taken 

over with pattern 
pieces and ANIMAL 

PRINTS.

* ”defying family,” sung to 
“defying gravity” from 
the musical, WICKED.

babies are nothing but SMALL ADULTS.

in fact, they're so small you can PALPATE THE TONSILS through the RECTUM."

* "like i've told you THOUSANDS OF TIMES,

* from an audio recording of PMS IV , 1955.

UTERUS 

COSTUMES?? 


