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FOR REAL! T W E E N  S C I E N C E

C A L E N D A R  

F O R  A L U M N I  &  F R I E N D S

Unless otherwise noted, for information: 
Melanie Sadarananda at 412-648-9741  
or mms239@pitt.edu 

W HITE COAT CEREMONY 
AUGUST 11, 11 A.M. 
Carnegie Music Hall 
Reception immediately following 

MEDIC AL  ALUMNI W EEKEND 
SEPTEMBER 20–21
Reunion Classes: 
1959, 1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 1989, 
1994, 1999, 2004, 2009 

PITT HOMECOMING
OCTOBER 23–27
www.alumni.pitt.edu/news-events/ 
news-stories/save-the-date- 
homecoming-2019/ 

To find out what else is happening  
at the medical school, visit  
health.pitt.edu and maa.pitt.edu.
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How odd bodies  
happen.

We take it for granted that human bodies are mostly the same. But 
two recent news stories show that we don’t always develop in expected ways. In 
Bangladesh, a woman had a baby; then, 26 days later, she had twins. Turns out, 
she had two uteruses! And in Portland, Ore., another woman had all her organs 
backwards, on the opposite side of her body than where they’d be typically.

“We have a genetic blueprint for how we form, left to right, front to back, with 
everything in the right place,” says Michael Tsang. He is a University of Pittsburgh 
biologist who researches how bodies develop. “All our dimensions are specified 
very early on in the embryo,” when we are tiny specks in our mothers’ wombs.

Usually, a uterus is formed from two tubes that fuse together. But the Bangladeshi 
woman had a rare hiccup in her DNA (a mutation), so the fusion didn’t happen. That 
caused the two uteruses. 

And usually, our heart fits into a cavity on the left side of the chest. Our other 
organs pack into our bodies in their particular spots, too. The woman from Oregon 
had a one-in-a-million condition where left-right patterning is completely reversed. 

Luckily, “the complete reversal meant her organs still had space to form and 
function properly,” says Tsang. So perfectly properly, in fact, that her condition 
wasn’t discovered until medical students examined her body after she died at the 
age of 99!   —Lela Nargi 

Is there a topic you’d like us to explore? Drop us a line at medmag@pitt.edu. 




