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HERE? 

i still have 
them. 

they ’re in a 
BIN under 

my bed.

XENIA CATALINA 
FERNANDEZ 

age 26, of pawtucket, 

r.i.; class of 2018; 

plans to go into 

pediatrics

DIAGNOSIS DATE: 

feb. 11, 2004, age 13, 

acute lymphocytic 

leukemia ( all)

TREATMENT SUMMARY: 

about 2-1/2 years total. 

first month induction, 

then consolidation, 

then maintenance; 

finished may 2006.

MATTHEW KOCHER

age 22, of oakdale, 

pa.; class of 2019; 

plans to go into 

pediatrics

DIAGNOSIS DATE: 

march 1, 2005, age 11, 

acute myeloid 

leukemia (aml) 

TREATMENT SUMMARY: 

three heavy rounds 

of chemo, then a 

bone marrow trans-

plant; began in 

march and finished 

august 2005.

latina -- i am half 
colombian, half 
cuban ... cancer 

survivor ... PROUD 
to be a rhode 

islander.

i didn't eat 
[ravioli] for 

THREE YEARS, 
i was so tired 

of it!

in a few 
words, how 
would you 
DESCRIBE 

yourselves?

by EM DEMARCO

xenia and 

matthew shared 

memories of 

things that 

HELPED THEM 

GET THROUGH 

treatment -- 

including 

support from 

FAMILY, hours 

of TV, playing 

VIDEO GAMES 

with friends in 

the hospital ...

“my mom was pretty much 
my rock,” xenia says. at 

one point, xenia was 
craving RAVIOLI morning, 

noon, and night for almost 
an ENTIRE MONTH. so her 

mom kept the freezer 
STOCKED with it.

matthew’s family knew 
he liked GETTING MAIL 
-- in the hospital, he 
received 25 cards a 

day from family, 
friends, and complete 

strangers from all 
around the world. 

i'm an easygoing, 
caring person. my 
mom always says i'm 
the PEACEKEEPER 

in the house.

ATTENDING
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“ten days later, i was 

home. it was a TURNING 
POINT for me.”

we get the diagnosis, we get treated, 
and -- if we end up being in the LUCKY 
group -- we SURVIVE. but it ’s not like 

that’s the end . ... we have to keep a 
lookout for our HEALTH.

so, it 
sounds like 
humor was a 

COPING 
MECHANISM?

YES!

“every time i 
walked in ... 
i would see 
the recep-
tionist [and 

say ] , ‘I ’M 
HERE !’”

you pranked 
the ATTENDING? 

that is epic!

one time … i 
believe he was 

the HEAD of the 
oncology 

department … the 
residents all 

knew i was going 
to pull a PRANK.

it JOLTED me 
awake. … i was about 
16. i just decided, i 
NEED to go into 

medicine.

when did you 
decide to 
become 

DOCTORS?

because of 
what you'd 

gone 
through?

in high school, he shadowed a researcher at 
HILLMAN CANCER CENTER. but matthew decided 
working at a research bench wasn’t for him.

xenia says she had to understand her treatment because ENGLISH wasn’t 
her MOM’S FIRST LANGUAGE. her doctors told her she should consider a 
medical career, she says. but that wasn’t on her mind until later. 

[ZACHARY] was pretty much 
my CLINIC LITTLE BROTHER. 

he was 8 or 9 when we met. we 
were really good friends. we 

went through treatment 
around the same time.

then my mom 
gets THE CALL … 
zachary passed 

away. 

yeah.

the end of 
treatment is not 
really THE END. 
it’s more like the 

beginning of 
SURVIVORSHIP.

i laid in 
bed and 

went, “oh, 
i've got this 
PAIN in my 

belly!” 

“[the attending] 
JERKED BACK.… 

all the 
residents were 

BUSTING UP 
laughing! ”

any FINAL 
thoughts you 

want to 
share with 
readers?

as patients, 
what 

SURPRISED 
you?

matthew, during treatment. a family friend and 

cancer survivor gave him these boxing gloves.

a few days later, 
they unhooked 

matthew from EVERY-
THING. and he went 

to the hospital 
garage to see his dog 
for about 15 minutes.

xenia, during treatment. 

one of her doctors 

called her BROOKLYN, 

because she often wore 

this shirt to clinic.

at first, i 
wanted NOTHING 

to do with 
medicine.

“i had a FART 
MACHINE 

under me -- 
[the attend-
ing] pressed 
down on my 
STOMACH.”

“my dad had 
the BUTTON, so 

he pressed it and 
it WENT OFF.”

“i wanted to 

actually 

BE 

THERE 

at the 

bed, 

seeing 

the 

patients, 

telling 

them i t ’s 

going to be 

OKAY.”

“one of the DARKEST points ... i told 

the doctors all i wanted to do was see 

my BEST FRIEND. and they're like, ‘bring 

him in! ’ i said, ‘but you don’t understand 

-- it's a four-legged 

ANIMAL.’”

“i had NO CLUE what i was getting 

into ... [the clinic] was super 

COLORFUL ... it was nice because, 

yeah, you're sick, but you're STILL A 

KID, and they still want you to have fun.”




