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’70s  
R. John Solaro (PhD ’71), Distinguished 
University Professor of Physiology and 
Biophysics at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago and director of the university’s Center 
for Cardiovascular Research, focuses his 

research on sarcomeres: the “molecu-
lar motors that control the heart.” 
Sarcomeres have captured Solaro’s 
attention since his time at Pitt, where 
as a student he helped develop the 
most commonly used method for 
their isolation. Today, his research 
has aided the development of drugs 
for both genetic and acquired heart 

failure, including drugs that have proven 
therapeutic for common inherited cardiac 
disorders—“[the] biggest killers,” says Solaro, 
“of young adults in the Western world.”

’80s  
Frank Anania (MD ’88) 
joined the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration as a 
medical officer in 2018. 
(When we last wrote about 
him in 2011, he was on the 

faculty at Emory University.) Anania was hired 
under the 21st Century Cures Act to help the 
agency jump-start the liver disease review 
programs in the Center for Drug Evaluation 
and Research. “What is most amazing to me,” 
he says, “is how important the work of the 
physician-scientist is to the clinical benefit of 
our patients.”

Shukti Chakravarti (Postdoctoral  
Fellow ’93), after 18 years at Johns Hopkins 
University, joined New York University in 
April 2018 as professor of ophthalmology 
and pathology and director of basic science 
research in ophthalmology. She credits her 
postdoc at Pitt Med’s Eye and Ear Institute 
with her ongoing research interest in extra-
cellular matrix (ECM) protein and how, says 
Chakravarti, “it regulates the cellular micro-
environment and functions” in the eye. In her 
new role, she hopes to grow research efforts 
in NYU’s Department of Ophthalmology. “I am 
learning something new every day about living 
in the Big Apple!” she says.

Mark Dias (Neurological Surgery Resident 
’89) recently received a lifetime achievement 
award from the National Center on Abusive 
Head Trauma/Shaken Baby Syndrome for his 
ongoing dedication to pediatric neurosurgery. 
It’s “for my 20 years of work,” says Dias, “try-

ing to reduce the incidence of AHT/SBS 
through universal perinatal parent educa-
tion.” Dias is professor of neurosurgery 
and pediatrics, vice chair for neurosur-
gical education, and codirector for the 
Clinical Neuroscience Clerkship at Penn 

State College of Medicine in Hershey, Pa. He’s also 
the director of pediatric neurosurgery and the pedi-
atric surgical quality and safety officer for the Penn 
State Health Children’s Hospital. 

’90s  
Paul A. Grabb (Neurological Surgery Resident ’95) 
and his team have started a fetal surgery program 
that repairs spina bifida in utero. Grabb says that 
while nationally this procedure reduces 
incidence of hydrocephalus shunting 
from about 80 to 40 percent, his team 
has reduced it to about 12.5 percent. 
Grabb was named section chief of neu-
rosurgery at Children’s Mercy Hospital 
in Kansas City, Mo., in 2015. The associ-
ate professor of surgery at University of 
Missouri–Kansas City says of his new 
clinical role: “You are responsible for 
not only your practice, but the practice 
of the other surgeons. You need to make 
sure the whole team is delivering.”

For years, urine output was not used 
as a criterion for diagnosing acute kid-
ney injury in patients with chronic liver 
disease. The argument was that low 
urine output (oliguria) in these patients 
may not reflect acute injury. The thinking went that 
the tests wouldn’t work because the urine output of 
chronic liver disease patients fluctuates widely. But, 
asks, Ali Al-Khafaji (Internal Medicine Resident ’99), 
“Can any of us say that if you don’t pee, it’s a good 
thing?” Al-Khafaji, medical director of the transplant 
intensive care unit at UPMC Montefiore and professor 
of critical care medicine, teamed up with John Kellum 
(Critical Care Fellow ’94), Pitt’s vice chair of critical 
care research, to investigate the significance of oli-
guria in patients with chronic liver disease who were 
admitted to the intensive care unit at UPMC. Their 
findings (published in Hepatology) demonstrated 
that incorporating urine output into the diagnostic 
criteria increased the measured incidence of acute 
kidney injury. More importantly, patients with tran-
sient oliguria had increased mortality rates compared 
with patients without oliguria. 

’00s  
Omar Danner (Minimally Invasive 
Bariatric and General Surgery Fellowship 
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The human eye can achieve a resolution of approximately 576 mega-
pixels. The latest televisions, by contrast, display more than 33,000 
megapixels. Add a third dimension—as in magnetic resonance imag-

ing—and the flood of images overwhelms the naked eye.
That’s where transport-based morphometry, or TBM, comes in. Developed 

by UPMC radiology resident Shinjini Kundu (MD ’17), TBM uses artificial intel-
ligence to detect the relevant patterns within an MRI that would otherwise 
evade detection by even the most expert radiologist. 

In a 2017 paper, Kundu demonstrated that up to three years before the 
symptoms of arthritis manifest, TBM detects structural precursors of the con-
dition—shifts in water diffusion within joints. This year, she began applying 
TBM to brain imaging. One project investigates how a gene associated with 

autism influences brain structure and function; another examines the subtle 
injury patterns associated with concussion. “What motivates me is going after 
the hard problems,” says Kundu, who also has a PhD in biomedical engineer-
ing from Carnegie Mellon University. 

Kundu has garnered praise for both the quality and pace of her research. 
Two of her papers were deemed best of the year in informatics (for 2016 and 
2017) by the Radiological Society of North America. In 2018, MIT Technology 
Review named her among their 35 innovators under 35; in 2017, she was 
named a World Economic Forum Global Shaper. 

Kundu is excited about moving TBM into clinical practice: “With TBM you 
can . . . identify the target audience or population for whom early intervention 
would have the most benefit.” 

In that regard, TBM has unique advantages. “We don’t have to have a blan-
ket solution,” she says. “That’s the advantage of algorithms that learn—you 
can add shades of nuance and complexity.”   —Sharon Tregaskis
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’04) is professor and chief of surgery at 
Morehouse School of Medicine, as well as 
Grady Memorial Hospital in Atlanta. His 
research portfolio spans sepsis treatment, 
vitamin D deficiency in critical illnesses, 
and perioperative efficiency. He says he is 
particularly proud of his work as founding 
director of the Reach One Each One Youth 
Mentoring and Medical Exposure Program for 
high school students, a 10-week course that 
includes hands-on simulations. “The thing 
that I realized is that correcting the problems 
[experienced by] the youth of today was not 

going to begin and end with a scalpel or 
laparoscopy.” 

In our summer issue, we featured a 
discussion with alumni who are serv-
ing as diversity officers around the 
country. Stephanie White (MD ’08) was 
among the voices in “Alum Intel” who 
commented on race, bias, and other-
ness in medicine. At the time, she was 
a diversity liaison for student/resident 
advising at the Geisel School of Medicine 
at Dartmouth. This academic year, she 
was promoted to Dartmouth’s associate 
dean for diversity and inclusion. “This 
position is the dream job I envisioned 
while in medical school at the University 
of Pittsburgh.” 

  ’10s  
Michelle Moniz (Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Resident ’12), assistant professor of obstet-
rics and gynecology at the University of 
Michigan, completed a policy fellowship 
last summer at the Center for Healthcare 
Research and Transformation, a nonprofit in 
Ann Arbor. She says the experience taught 
her how research can be publicized to influ-
ence policy. “Policy makers are not reading 
academic journals, so you must find other 
ways to get that data to people who can 
change the policy environment,” she says. 
Moniz is working with Michigan’s Department 
of Health and Human Services to give women 
across the state immediate access to post-
partum contraception. 

 —Ellen Kruczek, Jon Kunitsky,  
Rachel Mennies, and Kelsey Sadlek 
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in Malawi, Liberia, 
and Washington, D.C. 
Currently chief of the 
CDC’s Health Systems 
Solutions Branch in 
Mozambique, Singer 
serves as a point per-
son for programs to 
promote the prevention, 
diagnosis, and treat-
ment of HIV, tuberculosis, and malaria. “We’ve been 
able to drastically increase the number of people being 
treated for HIV, and when you’re being treated effec-
tively, you can’t transmit the virus,” says Singer, whose 

Daniel Singer (MD ’96) credits a pair of fourth-
year rotations with setting his career trajec-
tory—one rotation was in Zanzibar, an island 

in the Indian Ocean off the coast of Tanzania, and the 
other was with the Epidemic Intelligence Service at 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in 
Atlanta. “We got three hours’ notice to pack and get 
on a plane to Indianapolis,” Singer recalls of the lat-
ter. “For several weeks I worked with an officer from 
EIS tracking an epidemic. I thought it was so cool, 
that you have to be ready to go—anyplace—and that 
you’re benefiting whole groups of people.”

Two decades later, Singer has risen through the 
ranks of the U.S. Public Health Service, holding posts 

R E A D Y  T O  G O :  D A N I E L  S I N G E R

We reconnected over zebra fish,” says Elaine Hylek (MD ’88), describing 
her chance encounter with now fiancé Jonas Berman (MD ’88). During 
their 25th School of Medicine class reunion, the pair went on the same 

tour of Biomedical Science Tower 3. Hylek says, “I thought, ‘Look at this guy—still 
interested in science!’” She struck up a conversation with 
Berman, whom she first met in physical diagnosis class in 
the ’80s, and they continued to talk over the weekend. While 
sharing stories about their children, practices, and previous 
marriages, they discovered that they lived in neighboring 
towns in Massachusetts. The proximity made it easy to keep 
the tête-à-tête going, and now, nearly six years after crossing 
paths again, they plan to wed this spring. 

Vanessa Franco (PhD ’11, MD ’12) and Ranmal Samarasinghe 
(PhD ’11, MD ’12) are also Scaife-crossed lovers. They met dur-
ing an ice cream social for incoming Medical Scientist Training 

Program students. After they started dating, and a year before they were matched 
for residency in Los Angeles together, Franco and Samarasinghe saved a runner’s life 
by giving her CPR on a Shadyside sidewalk. The runner, KDKA news anchor Susan 
Koeppen, reconnected with the couple in Pittsburgh this August; they told the story 
as part of the White Coat Ceremony. (See p. 38.)

Love was in the air this fall, too. During Homecoming 2018, former MAA President 
Robert Bragdon (MD ’73) renewed his vows with Theresa “Bunny” Clements at Heinz 
Memorial Chapel’s “I Do, I Do . . .  Again!” ceremony. Clements, a nurse, is his partner 
at work as well as in life. They’ve raised four daughters in their 50 years together.

The Medical Alumni Association delights in campus love stories. Tell us yours at 
medalum@medschool.pitt.edu.   —Kristin Bundy

medical alumni association www.maa.pitt.edu

responsibilities span the 
entirety of the U.S. govern-
ment’s $400 million budget 
for health in Mozambique. 
“We’re making progress in 
that sense.” 

The CDC generally enjoys 
broad bipartisan support in 
Congress, Singer says, allow-
ing staff to maintain a long-
term trajectory in pursuit of 
evidence-based public health 
initiatives, buffering the 
effects of short-term political 
shifts at home and abroad.

“The United States is the 
largest funder of HIV work 
around the world,” says 
Singer. “And because of that, 
the financial and political 
challenges a country faces 
are not the sole determi-
nants of what [it’s] able  
to achieve. We’re able to 
have tremendous effect on 
health, even when a country 
is struggling to keep itself  
up and running.”     
 —Sharon Tregaskis

“

Singer

M A A  S AY S, 
“ R E U N I T E D ,  A N D  I T  F E E L S  S O  G O O D . ”

Hylek and Berman



 S P R I N G    1 8 	 B

J A M E S  P E R E L
MARCH 1932–AUG. 27, 2018

When psychiatry professor Neal Ryan stopped by James Perel’s office to talk about one 
of their many collaborations and related research in the field, Perel would often pull 
a “magic trick” with the stacks of journal articles in his office. “He had a profound 

knowledge of literature. He’d go to exactly the right stack, cut the stack like a card trick, 
and choose the right paper,” Ryan recalls. 

Perel, professor emeritus of psychiatry and pharmacology, died in August. 
Before joining Pitt’s Department of Psychiatry in 1979, Perel held academic 
appointments at Emory, Columbia, and New York University, where he 
earned his PhD in 1964. He served in multiple leadership positions while 
at Pitt, including acting chair of the Department of Pharmacology, direc-

tor of the Clinical Pharmacology Program at Western Psychiatric Institute 
and Clinic, and chief of the Clinical Pharmacology Service for the Veterans 

Administration Medical Center. 
Perel’s research centered on psychotropic drug actions and also the prediction of indi-

vidual responses using biomarker and pharmacogenetic profiling of antidepressants. He 
accrued a publication portfolio that included more than 330 peer-reviewed articles and 
was named one of the top 1.5 percent most cited authors between 1982 and 1999 by 
the Institute for Scientific Information. Perel was also known for his passion for educat-
ing students. He earned the Clinician Educator of the Year award from Pitt’s School of 
Medicine in 2013.

Charles F. Reynolds, Distinguished Professor of Psychiatry and the UPMC Endowed 
Professor of Geriatric Psychiatry, says, “Jim’s joining the department turned out to be a 
wonderful thing for all of us who cared about developing intervention science for people 
living with mood disorders. His memory is a blessing to all of us.”   —Jon Kunitsky

I N  M E M O R I A M

’50s
LEROY W. BOWERS
MD ’51
AUG. 17, 2018

RICHARD H. GOLDSBOROUGH
MD ’51
JULY 14, 2018

MARVIN Q. SANNER
MD ’51
SEPT. 3, 2018

STANLEY P. SILVERBLATT
MD ’57, RES ’58, ’61
AUG. 25, 2018

CHARLES L. WHETSTONE
MD ’57
SEPT. 14, 2018

’60s
ISADORE TALESNICK
RES ’60
JAN. 16, 2018

FREDERICK J. TERKEL
MD ’60
SEPT. 11, 2018

SIDNEY THOMAS LEWIS
MD ’61
JULY 7, 2018

RADE PEJIC
MD ’66
AUG. 6, 2018

JAMES A. YATES
RES ’66
JULY 17, 2018

’70s
LINDA BREUNINGER 
MARSHALL
MD ’75
AUG. 12, 2018

RASIKLAL B. GANATRA
FEL ’77
FEB. 16, 2018

STEPHENSON SWAMIDOSS    
RES ’78
OCT. 9, 2018

’80s
WERNER M. BLOOS
MD ’85, RES ’86, ’88
JAN. 16, 2018

MARY P. GILLESPIE
RES ’85
AUG. 25, 2018

’90s
JOHN G. WASSIL III
MD ’94
JULY 10, 2018

’00s
MICHAEL J. KUSH
FEL ’00
AUG. 6, 2018 

KENT H. CHOU
RES ’03
SEPT. 9, 2018

FACULTY
DENNIS O. WAYNE
RES ’70, ’71, ’75, ’76
JUNE 9, 2018 

Perel

J E R R Y  R A B I N O W I T Z
NOV. 10, 1951–OCT. 27, 2018

When Jerry Rabinowitz attended 
Jewish services, he always 
stood when the mourn-

er’s prayer, the Kaddish, was recit-
ed. If asked why he always joined 
worshippers who stood in mem-
ory of recently deceased family 
members, Rabinowitz, past president 
of the Dor Hadash congregation, which 
met at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Squirrel 
Hill, said he stood to honor those who didn’t 
have family to stand for them, recalls Brian 
Primack, a fellow Dor Hadash member and 
MD, who is a Pitt School of Medicine faculty 
member and dean of the Honors College. 

Rabinowitz (Res ’80) was one of 11 wor-
shippers killed at the synagogue in October. 
Standing up for others was a cornerstone of 
Rabinowitz’s spiritual life—and his approach 
to family medicine.

Rabinowitz’s practice partner Ken Ciesielka 
(Res ’83) says Rabinowitz was known as a 
warmhearted physician, particularly among 
HIV/AIDS patients. “Word spread that our 
practice was a safe place to come,” says 
Ciesielka. “We had one of the largest AIDS 
practices in the county at one time.”

At UPMC Shadyside, Rabinowitz was 
past president of the medical staff and 
chaired the ethics committee for many 
years. His wife, Miri Rabinowitz, who  
manages the neurotrauma biorepository in 
Pitt’s Department of Neurological Surgery, 
notes, “he was truly passionate” about the eth-
ics work. He was particularly effective helping 
physicians honor a patient’s end of life wishes, 
says Beth Chaitin, assistant professor of medi-
cine. She counted on Rabinowitz as both her 
colleague and her family’s physician.  

Rabinowitz was a clinical instructor in the 
UPMC Shadyside family medicine residency 
program for three decades. Elizabeth Baker 
(Res ’91) says he had exacting standards yet 
never put on airs. “What I learned from Jerry 
is that doctors do not need to pretend to 
know everything,” says Baker, who also chose 
Rabinowitz as her family’s physician when she 
lived in Pittsburgh. 

At Shadyside, his reputation for good cheer 
was legendary, says Chaitin. Rabinowitz vol-
unteered for Christmas shifts and donned an 
elf costume—complete with curled shoes. 

 —Sharon Tregaskis
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