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FOR REAL! T W E E N  S C I E N C E

C A L E N D A R 

F O R  A L U M N I  &  F R I E N D S

MEDICAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
BOARD MEETING

NOVEMBER 9, 2016
6 p.m.
University Club
For information:
Ashley Knoch at 412-648-9059
akk57@pitt.edu

WINTER ACADEMY 
FEBRUARY 15, 2017
The Breakers, Palm Beach, Fla.
FEBRUARY 17, 2017
Ritz-Carlton, Naples, Fla.
For information:
Jen Gabler at 412-647-3792
jag188@pitt.edu 

PITT DAY OF GIVING 
FEBRUARY 28, 2017
For information:
Kelsey Thayer at 412-648-9090
kelsey.thayer@pitt.edu 

CLASS OF 2017 MATCH DAY 
MARCH 17, 2017
Petersen Events Center 
For information:
Joy Trybula at siz13@pitt.edu

To find out what else is happening at  
the medical school, visit health.pitt.edu  
and maa.pitt.edu.

The Zika virus is making its way around the world with the Aedes 
aegypti mosquito. People bitten by an infected insect can get rashes and red eyes; 
some babies are born with very small heads. Scientists are trying to figure out how to 
conquer Zika. But with every possible preventive measure, there’s a potential trade-
off. What do you think of the pros and cons of these approaches?

1. Don’t get bitten! The simplest way not to get Zika is to stay nibble free. Yet no 
repellent is 100 percent effective. And what happens if the repellent wears off before 
you have a chance to reapply it?  

2. Attack! Some communities have started spraying insecticides over whole neigh-
borhoods. This kills both grown mosquitoes and their larvae. Are these chemicals 
safe for people and other animals? What if mosquitoes become resistant to insec-
ticides? 

3. Vaccinate! Researchers have already developed a promising vaccine and are test-
ing it in humans. How quickly can they get it to people who need it? 

4. Create an anti-superinsect! British researchers have genetically engineered 
mosquitoes to breed offspring that quickly die. They want to try releasing them in 
Florida. But some residents are concerned: What effect might these bugs have on the 
ecosystem?   —Lela Nargi

Thanks to Pitt’s Ernesto Marques Jr., a scientist with an infectious drive to find 
answers to this threat, who helped us understand how Zika works.  
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